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Interesting Details Begarding the

Production of Cotton.

WORK ON A TEXAS PLANTATION.

How Crops are Raised and Pre¬
pared for the Market.

THE PRESENT CONDITION OF LABOR.

Comparative Acreage and Expense in
Various States.

To tub Editor or tub IIbrald:.
Below wilt bo lound replies to a series of questions,

.sited through a circular letter, regarding the produc¬
tion of cotton. 1 have selected mainly those replies
wtiicb giro the rosults of tho cultivation of cotton
land in small parcels, and have condensed the ques¬
tions and answers:.

No. 1..My farm is In Navarro cohnty, Texas. The
laud is both sandy and stiff black scIL Tho farms aro

small, averaging 60 acres each, and are worked mostly
by ownors; 100 acres were planted in cotton in 1876 to
1 in 1800. Tho uverngo numbor ol acres to a hand
Is 16. No fertilizers aro bought and nouo
used but cotton seed. The averago crop of clean
cotton to tho ucro Is 300 pounds. The seed Is worth
6 to 10 conts a bushel; It Is led to stock, used as a

fertilizer or mostly wasted. Tho largest crop of lint
or cleuu cotton per aero within my knowledge Is 1,100
pounds; 600 to 000 pounds often made. Much atten¬
tion Is bciuir given to now varieties with an Increase of
26 to 60 per cent in the yield. Improved gins are

being used with sell-feeders, securing evenness of
staplo. Tho crops of small farmors uro baled by hand
or horse powor presses from a dirt floored lint room.
Tbero is great room lor improvement; the lint should
bo carried to the press box by machinery to secure
freedom from dirt and from mixed packing. Four-fifths
of the labor here is white. Very much better tools are

being used than formerly. Negroes ore not migrat¬
ing to or from our couuty, and about 1 In 100 are

becoming ownors of land. The cost of producing
sottou varies according to soli, cnaracter of tools and
efficiency of labor.say, 7c. to 11c. Wo raise
our own corn ana meat, with increasing tendency to
do so around us. Villages aro Increasing In uumber
and size. We succeed in hiring extra hands In tho
picking season, but at high prices, resulting In de¬
creased profits. The drawbacks to greater success uro
the high price of picking and want of more thorough
tillage. The advantages or our section are capacity to
muka all the cotton that can bo saved and Irecdom
from the ravages of worms and lnsecta. Immigrants
are much neoded. The Inducements are fertile laud
at low prices lor sale or rent, a healthy climato and, as
s reward for Industry, tho speedy acquirement of a
comfortable homo In the most favored of Southern
Stales.

STATKMK3T Or JL CROP.

No. 2..The statement made by Mr. Cochran, of
Baling county, Tests, Is one or tbo most Instructive,
and, by his permission, 1 give It In lull:.
Statement ol tbo crop mado by John H. Cochran,

ol Dallas. Texas, In Ihusoasou ol 1876:.
Cotton.Cultivated, 00 acres; made 31 bales of 000

pounds each; crop cut short by excessive dry woather
In July aud August. Coru.00 acres; over 2.000 bush¬
els. Oats.18 acres; threshed only 300 bushels; led
the rest iu tbo sheut; crop about 4U bushels to the
sere. Meat.4,000 lbs. pork; 11 hogs, ut 18 mouths
olu, weighed 3,208 lbs. Other products.
877 busbols wheat; wheat was Injured
loioRWliai by rust; quality good. Hands employed lor
cultivation, 0.2 uu wages and 3 tenants lor part of
the crop. Kxtra hands in picking, 3 extru lor one
month, wheat towing and cotton picking coming to-
gcihor. 1 alwtya uiiow 10 acrea ol small grain. 10 of
coru and 8 of cotton to tho hand, uud by proper man¬
agement ihoy can be seeded, cultivated and gathered
without extra labor, besides saving hay and doing
other necessary larrn work.
Tne following are Mr. Cochran's replies to questions

asked. They give an Interesting view of the growth
sua condition ol a Texas county:.

y. Whore is your farm or plantation ? A. Dallas
County. Tuxas.

y. What is tho character ol the soil? A. Klcb,
black, waxy prairie.

y. How >s lund divided noar you, In small or large
.areola? What Is the uverugo size ol plantation or
[arm? A. 1U0 to 2,000 acres; average lariu, Including
pastures uud outlandi, 320 acres.

(J. Is It mostly worked by owners or lessons? A.
About equally divided.

y. What is the lucresso or decrease ol acreago In col-
Ion since 18t>0? A. More than l.OoO por cent increuse;
there wus but little cotton raised In the county nnlll
tbo railroad roacbed us iu 1870.

y. What is mo average number ol acres to a hand ?
A. Hight acres or cotton; crops arc diversities.cotton,
wheat, oats and corn.

y. What fertilizers, II any, nre used ? A. No fertil¬
izers have over been used and none arc needed.

y. What is the average crop of lint or cloan cotton
per acre ? What wus the average before tbo war? A.
about 400 pounds.

(J. What m done with the seed ? A. Kod to stock
or wasted ; oil factory Just established at Dullus.

(J What lsiu vulue 11 sold? A. 10 to 15 cents por
bushel.

y. What Is the largest crop of lint or clean cotton
per ucre within your knowledge? A. 750 pounds
raised uu my larin In 1870.

(J. What do you consider tho largest possible crop
per aero? A. Some claim 1,000 pounds, but the sea¬
son must bo extraordinary.

y. Wbat is tbo largest crop per aero that it would he
profitable to try to obtain ? A. Tho creator the yield
the greater the prohl.

y. Is utteuliou being given to obtaining new and
nioru prolific varieties of seed ? A. Ves, and to quality
ol staple also.

Q. With wbat success? 4. Very satisfactory and
prodtuble results.

Q. What is tho method of glunlug? A. Generally
ileum and horso power, with improved gins; but low
lurmers owu their own gins.

y. Are improvements iu ginning being made? A.
Yes ; sult-leeuers and trash cioauors are Ouglnuing to bo
used succcssluliy.

y. How are tiie crops ot small cultivators ginned
tnd baled? A. Hy owucrs of gins lor a given portion
ot the cotton.irom one-tenth to ono-twoiftb.

y. What further Improvements do you zoo In pros¬
pect Iu giuuiug and baling? A. Two largo compressors
are in operation in Dullus.

y. To what extent is your crop raised hy whilo labor?
A. To Its utmost.

y. Aro better tools now used than formerly? A.
Decidedly.

y. Havo any attempts boeu made to start cotton
plunls uuder glass or csavus frames? A. Not ihul I
know ol.

y. To wbat extent are negroes beooming owners ol
laud? A. Very limited; their highest ambition seeing
to ho to get Into towns or villages and own a small lot
and cabin on the suburb

COST OF PRODUCTION.
y. Wbat do you estimate the cost of producing cot¬

ton ? A. Taking cost of labor, rent ot laud, lend of
Lauds, taxes uud ginning, transportation to gin and
then to market Into consideration, 1 osinnalo the cost
.1 about eight 10 nine cents per pound.

y. Do you ralsu your own corn uud meal ? A. I do,
.ml to selL

y. It hut new crops are being Introduced? A. 1 do
not know ol any, us we ritlso wneut, corn, oats, barley,
rye uuu sorghum successfully.

y. Aro viiingus Increasing iu number and size? A.
Very rapidly.

y. Whut row employments or manufactures aro bo-
lug established? A. Barge iron foundry, small woollen
null, wuguu luctory, two cotton compressors, largo grum
elevator, six lurgo flouring null* and a distillery In tho
city ol Dulias.

y. Do you succeed in hiring all tbo extra hands you
coed iu the picking season? A. 1 do, but tuber is yet
too high.

1?. \\ hut ore the drnwbocks to grontor success? A.
Wo need more arid cheaper labor to cultivate and gather
our divcrsitled crops.

y. What adVHiitugos do you claim for your suction?
A. Hich and productive soil, dlvorslty o'l crops, genial
climate, good local government.

y. Aro immigrants wuntod? A. Yes.v/ith a wol-
come.

y. What Inducements nro oHored? A. Itich land,
thrers'.aed crops, genial climate, ready murk' 1, good
wages, cheap living, protection to lllu, liberty and
property and low tuxoa.

y. Wnat results lu number and general ch .racier?
|. fbo immigration bus been very heavy for llio last
lew years, Irotu llio rich to inn poorest.

y. Where Irom ? a. From tbo lour quarters of tho
glotie; mostly from the goullx rn and Gulf Mates
y What do you need 10 reduce tho cost of market*

lug your cotton ? A. Cheaper transportation is about
ail.

y. Arc ihoro cotton tnlllH near you? A. None.
The worm never troubles us 111 tills secnou. The

only tilings wo noud to be ucitam of 6bd lo G0U pounds
ol lint Mtlon to tile ucre lire a good season unci mora
labor bestowed at the proper time.

COTTON IN MISSISSIPPI.

No. 3..From one of the lerillo countlos In Missis-

.Issippl comes ihe stsioiuont that tbo crop per acre is

I'ifilbs. now, 250 before Ilia war; that thcro is litllo
white labor, the negro coming end going llko lbs Wan-
dcriog Jow, never working ^uen ho has anything 10

spsud, end that the cost of cotton to 14a. to lie.

I .and la cheap and immigrants much desired. The
drawback! to aucceaa are stated aa follow*:."The
Intertereuce or forelf a capital through tbo local mar-
obauta la aotagocum to the landholder. Capital
through the local merchanta baa pandered to the nat¬
urally Indolent and care Ien* deposition of the negro,
who love* to spend a large part or hla time In happy
Idleness, encouraging him to rent land and be the
master of his own time rather than hire to the land,
bolder, by advaoclng to him a scanty aupply of food
and clothing, charging him their own prices, for which
they get the entire product or the labor (oxoopta small
rent), they paying no wages and placing tbo cost oT
cotton much oelow the true coat of production; with
wbloh state or adalre tbo honeet landholder who pays
wages lor his labor cannot compete "

a GKOKOU PLANTATION.
No. 4. From Morgan county, On., tbo following

statement la cent"The largest crop or cotton ever

made in Georgia was by Mr. Thomas Wortben, of
Washington county, latitude S3. Mr. Wortben planted
nn acre of common land for a State fair price, and
manured It aa highly aa human nvariee could daslre,
then ploughed and ploughed until the soli was brokon
up and mixed and made perlect for gormiuuilng seed
and producing tbo plant. Tbo season being propitious,
bo made, ns waa testified by bis neighbors, Ave bales,
or noarly 2,500 pounds of lint or staple and 4,500 pounds
of seed. The record of what 1 write is recorded In
tbo books of tbeStaie Agricultural Society of Georgia."
't'he same correspondent writes:."We have now but
few largo terms; tbo larger the lurm the more certain
It la to break the owner. Nearly all Georgia Is now in

small farms, and the farmer who can muke 590 pounds
of lint cotton on an acre, 30 bushels of corn aud 20 of
wheat we consider a money-tusking man; even it he
makes only 600 pounds on two acres, 20 bushels ol corn

and 15 of wheat we call it remuuoratire, our land Is so

easy to cultivate. Families who work two mules and
sow wheat and outs wttb cotton, work a good garden
aud ruiso sweet potalous do well, enjoy good
health and eat the pouches, grupes and other Iruti
which are indigenous hero. Wo have ono ol the best
countries, taken In ita totulity, that God ever made.
I buvc seen all the North, Middle Slates, much of the
West, and was a farmer thirty years In llio rich allu¬
vial lunds ol Texas, but Middle Georgia Is the perfec¬
tion of countries In sot), climate, timber, water.pure
granite and freestone water.with never failing rivers
competent to spin all the cotton wo can make."
No. 5. Another genttouiun, u native of Middle Texas,

writes as lollows:."Hard working, industrious farm¬
ers, who go on their own labor, make money, espe¬
cially tho Gorman* Many or my near neighbors tnako
10 balos of cotton to tho hand and plenty or corn

and meat to do them, but those are the outside figures.
A new lino or policy is butng adopted by tbo large
as a well as the small farmers.that is, they are paying
more attention to meat und grain, making cotton a

secondary matter. We have a Ono section, with a

railroad on each sldo of us, und would gladly welcomo
immigrants in yat larger number* Party lines have
about died out, and no one is questioned or ccnsurod
about his political opinions any more than about
his church aQaiM."

PUB LAND OP ALABAMA.

Now 0. A farmer who liven on the sandy pine land of
Alabama report* tlio average crop per acre about 100
pounds, but (but with good cultivation a bale to the
aero can bo easily mude, tbe drawbacks to greator
success.the unreliable character of the labor and the
wunl of economy, "not yet having learnod how to
savo as well ua to make." His remedy lor tbe evil of
the day Is well stated in tho following words:."1 oo-

lieve mat tho prosperity of tho Southern people dc-
ponds upon low cotton, because as cotton advances
our peoplo wlll|abandon and neglect all other crops lor
It, and will Immediately return to their extravagant
habits and ruu Into debt again."
No. 7. A crop statemont Irorn Lee county, Texas,

gives the following products Irom "10 hands. Includ¬
ing 8 boys":.Cotton, 60 balos; corn, 1,500 bushels;
potatoes, 100 bushels; some barley; pork, 3,000
pounds; good beeves 401 This gentlemau estimate*
the cost of cotton at 8 cents, adding. "It costs more

to pick than It does to raise." No fertilisers used and
none ncodod. Average crop, 300 to 500 pounds. A
special acre, carefully cultivated, produced, Irom im¬

proved seod, 1,000 pounds.
No. 8. Auothor Texas farmer, In Lamar county, re¬

ports:.10 bands; crop, 41 bales cottou, 4,000 bushels
corn, 2,000 bushels oats, 100 bushels Irish and 100
bushels sweet potatoes, 8,000 pouuds pork. Adding,
"The samo acreage 1% 1875 .'Hrodaoed 107 bales cotton,
with no bettor cultivation and the same hands. No
manure used and none needed." Tbe largest crop
known to him wus 50 bales from 40 acres, or 700
pounds lint per acre.
No. 0. A large farmer In Edgecombe county, N. C.,

reports the cost oi cotton about 10 cents, "but manv
farmers can prcduco it at less" His crop Irom 76
bands was 300 balos cotton, 4,600 bushels corn, 13,40i
pounds meat, 1,100 bushels oats, 450 bushels wboat,
with un abundance ot hay and of Irish and sweet pota¬
toes. Ho states tbe drawbacks to greator success, "too
many consumers to the number at work."
No. 10. From Johnston county, N. C., come tho

lollowing statements:."The largest crop of clean
cotton per acre within my knowledgo is 2,000
pounds, but the standard of a profitable crop is not
over 800 or 1,000 pounds; great improvements In seed
and in loots; nagroes migrating to tbe tioulb and col¬
lecting In villages and towns; cost of cotton at prosent
about 10 cents, but give us plenty of careful and intel¬
ligent labor, and it can be lurmshod at 6 to 7 couts;
Immigrants urgently wantod; inducements, good
wages, choap land and a hearty welcomo; a great
many arriving from tho North and from abroad. Draw¬
backs to success aro want ot labor and trying to cultt-
vato too much land."

No. 11. A very admirable report irom uullock county,
Ala., gives the following results "Crops.Cotton, 55
bales ;coru, 2,200 bushels; outs, 1,000 bushels; pork 1,050
pouutls; bouf, 3,000 pounds; anil 30 heud ot mutton,
130 chickens, 0 turkeys, 450 pounds butter, 0 barrels
sugar, 13 barrels molasses, 40 bushels riee, 150 bushels
pease, 200 bushels sweet potatoes. Ground poaso and
cbutas sulllcionl to fatten hogs. Hands employed, 22,
ussistcd by extra bands, equivalent to ubout 12 regular.
'I he above are the products or two farms, situated near

each other; one ol tho lurtns is bottom lund; was over-

llowed in May and had to bo replanted, waking cotton
late. It was ultacked by caterpillar ubout August 20,
aud by September 10 was stripped of its foliage
and tho crop on tbo pluco was barely half. My farms
are managed by while superintendents, under ray in¬

spection ; my laborers are negroes, hired by the year
or tho month, averaging $70 per year cosh, with
bouses, vegetable gardens, wood and subsistence,
tnreo und a half pounds bacon and one peck ol meal
per week being furnished them." This geutlomuu
estimates the cost of cotton at olgbl cents a pound
and the largest possible crop per acre five bales. His
stutctnents of tbu druwhacKS to greater success arc "a
want of more Intelligent and progressive lubor, cbeup
fertilizers and good roads." Immigrants ure much
neeuod, tho udvaulagos claimed ure "good and cheap
luuds, abounding in grasses well adapted lu stock, sod
will raise in abundance unyihlng tbal can be raised
outside tho tropics, healthy climate, two good rail¬
roads and oasy access to markets."

A TOTAL H.CLA.NCK TROW FLORIDA.
No. 12. from l.eou county, fia., 1 have a crop stale,

mentund total balance Iroiu a planter, who estimates
the cost of cottuu 3 to 10 cents:.Hauds employed, 0;
extra labor, $500; cotton, 30 bales; torn, WOO bushels ;
oats, 1,000 bushels; meat, 0,000 pounds; syrup irotn
sugarcane, 2,100 gallons; sweet potatoes, 1,200 bush¬
els ; Irish pululoes. 200 bushels; pease. 200 oushcls; pea¬
nuts, 100 bushels. Tho crop was consumed in making
with the exception of; -

30 hales ol cotton at $40 $1,200
200 bushels outs ul 70 Cents gsO

4,000 pounds uiomi ul 7 oeuis 2h0
l,bou gulluus syrup at 4o cents 720
500 ousbels sA'oul potatoes at 40 cents 200
200 bushels Irish potatoes goO
30 bushels pease 45

Tolul
l'aid nanus $0oo
Kxtius 500

$1,100
Ilalauce $1,325
More while lubor is desired. Tbo Inducements ol-

rorcd ore, "cheap lauds, good climaiu, living easily
made.loo easily : hope soon to say low tuxes," ie.
This gentlemen is the owner ot u gloning establish¬
ment In winch the cotton ol the neighborhood Is pre¬
pared lor murkel. His remarks ou this subject aro

suggestive:.
The writer is the owner of ono ol tb« neighborhood

ginning establishments, where ho ruus two gins,
frequently his customers (uuurly ull negroes) on
bringing In cutlou will express a preli reuco lu una ot
the gllis, Localise, as iney say. the other gin lakes out
too many "moles." I liaVu known them to alter the
muiuhoard under the brush ol the gin, so as to throw
ull the in Jtes (ui'iiiutured se< d) uud sand in the hut-
room With the cotton, so as to gut wuignt, ana 1 am

almost convinced that it pays. It certainly does not
pay to lake pains to Ink# all the aaad froui cotton aa
the market is at pressni controlled and regulated. 1
formerly ran all my soed cotton tbroegh a whipper or
cleauer before ginning, thus clearing It ol sand; but
two experiment* with tbo Savannah and New York
muraotM convinced me that I was losing by the opera¬
tion. Since then I have not used iho whipper, but
last season ran on my plantation a Heiuington
needle gin, with condenser attachment, with a flue
under the condenser to take off all dust, trash and
sand, i made beautllul cotton and obtained batter
prices tbau any ol my neighbors, but I (ear not
enough better to covor the loss In weight of the largo
pile ol sand now lying nuder the tine ol my gin. 1 see
no remedy, except It be the purchasing of the cotton
by the spinner Irora the producer.

In this connection a lew words Irom a eotton manu¬
facturer In Georgia alio confirm my statements as to
the unfit methods now practised:."The handling ol
tho cotton from tbo day It is taken from the plant until
It reaches the mill is barbarous in tbe extreme, accom¬
panied by innumerable unnecessary pilfering*. We
baro just hud two and a bulf days of heavy rain and
yet within half a block ol where I write there aro
1,000 bales of cotton turned luto the stroet (for Liver¬
pool) that havo been In all of it and not thirty Icel
distant from tbo wsrehouse. Very lew dowu here
think of protoottng cotton from a rain storm and will
usually tumble a balo luto tbe mud and aand as readily
as into a more propor place."

EDWARD ATKINSON.

THE CANADIAN PILGRIMS.

PEOOBAMME FOB THEIB EXTEBTAIXAlENT.TBE
MASS AT THE CATHEDBAL.THE ADDRESS TO

THE HOLT FATHER.
This morning at daylight the PudaI flag, side by stdo

with that ol the United States, will bo bolster! to tbo
breczo od the St. Nicholas Hotel In honor of the arri¬
val of tbo Canadian pilgrims, who aro expected to
reuch there at about nine o'clock, lielow will bo lound
the programme ol the l'llgrim Reception Committee
as lurnishod by Secretary W. J. llugbcs:.

T1IK PROUIUXMK.
At eight o'clock the Ueceptiou Committoc, compris¬

ing ltuv. M. J. U'Kurroll, Major D. Kuiluy, Jr., Kugone
Kelly, James l.yncli, Patrick Farre fly, Secretary
Hughes, together with dopututious Iroia several Catho¬
lic Boclullus, will go to tbo (Jruud Conir.il Depot to wel-
conio tbo pilgrims, whom they will eHcart In carriages
to tbo Sl Nicholas Hotel. Alter broskfast some ol tbo
party will, it Is believed, avail themselves ol the otter
of a trip up the Host ltlver and a visit to soino of the
Institutions on tho Island. Tbo steamboat Tboinns
Fletcher la to bo slationud at pier 46 Nortb River to
await tboir orders. Should tho weather not ullow of
tho excursion other otTorls will be msdo to ontertaln
tbo pious visitors. At eight P. M. a reception will bo
bold In tbo St. Nicholas Hotel, when Mgr. Cbstard, ot
the Amorlcau College in Koine; Vicar General (Juton,
Mr. J. S. Lynch, Father M. J. O'Furrell, and Father
O'Reilly, of St. Mary's, will muke addresses, to which
Father Dowd, tho cbuplutu ol tho Cunudlon pilgrims,
will respond,

THK MASS OX SATURDAY.
His Kmlneuco Cardinal McCloskey will olfor the mass

for the pilgrims at St. Patrick's Cathedral, Mulberry
street, at eight o'clock on Saturday morning, uud will
bo assisted by Vicar General Quinn, Father O'Farroll
and Father Farrolly. The party at Its conclusion will
procoed either to their hotel or to the steamship City
ol Brussels, which sails st noon. A handsome uitar
bss already been erected iu tbo cabin ol that vossel.
A lareweil address to the pilgrims will be made ny Mr.
Richard O'tlormau. Among tbo Ainertcvu pilgrims
wbo will Join tho Canadians aro Ueueral
Newton and wile, Father Tuft, of Brooklyn;
cx-County Clerk Walsh. Mr. Dodin and others.
The gilt of $110,000, In gold, tor the Pope from Canada
is lu tho care of Father Dowd. The Rev. Richard
lirennun, of this city, sends by Fstbor Dowd, as au
oUering to the Holy Father, a superbly bound copy of
tbo "Lilo of Plus IX.," recently written by htm. Tug¬
boats, with irieuds on board, will accompany the Cuy
ot Brussels down to gaudy Hook to wisn the pilgrims
"Godspeed." The three represoniuuvos ol Cardinal
McCioskey.Dr. McUlyuo, Fathers Kearney and cd-
waid.to tender tho offering ol $60,(100 to the Holy
Father, will not leave this oily lor Rome till next week.

TUK PILOK1KS' ADDKRMS TO 'MIK POPK.
Tho following is the address to tho Holy Father of

the Canadian pilgrims:.
Most IIolv Kathkr.The triad tidings of this privileged

"It. Patrickfeast of Your Holiness re«ched the children of St.
who live lu tbe dislaut country ol Cauode, and In the Joy of
their hearts they commissioned us to carry to the lout of
Your Holiness tboir heartlolt congratulation*. their filial
obedience aud their loving gilts.
As the representative* of tbe Catholics ol tbe four dioceses

of the ecclesiastical province of lorontu, and also ol the
Irish Catholic inhabitants ot the Cuy ol Moutreul. and of
the dioeese of Ottawa. In the Province of (Juebec, wo lett
our distant homes, with the cordial blessings of our vouu-
rated urelates. In order to shaie lu this unique festival of
tbe Catbolie world, and bear our testimony to the uuiveisal
Joy and thankfulness with which your children In every
region ol the esrth hail the filtleth anniversary of the epis¬
copal consecration of Y'uur Holiness.
In these most evil and perilous times, the preservation of

the lite of Your liobness heyvnd the duys el I'eter, and lar
leyoudthe term allowed to uuy in the lung Hue of hla
successors, we regard as a cloar manifestation ot the provi¬
dence aud love ol God fur Ills Church. Since ilia first
age* of Christianity, never, at any previous period,
did the lluck ol Jesus Christ uher mure Im¬
plicitly and more lovingly Ills Vlc»r on earth,
and never did the.v adhere more firmly to hiui as the
uuchanueable centre of Catholic unity. All true Catholics
love, with a passionate love, ihelr aged Pontiff, seelug him
robhed ol all that violence could take away ; seeing every
principle of Justice and every law of society violated witn
impunity In his sacred person, while the heads of civil tor-
eminent In Europe-the oltlclal guardians of public right.
either fiercely persecute him, or timidly and treacherously
loot, ou, as outrage after outrage Is being heaped upon l.iiu.

.Most Italy Father, in the luia-t ol so many and such
grievous trials, your indomitable eouragu has sustained yoa
lu the Uitblul discharge of the duties of your divine office.
Regardless of earl lily eoilMqaenOea, you proclaim to rulers
anil to subjects alike, with iiualllbie authority, the divlue
laws that should govern the conduct uf both, and on the
observance of which aepond the stability aud happiness uf
human society. Disregarding the solemn protests of Your
Holiness, and in defiance of ull Justice, the governments uf
Europe sanctioned, at least by connivance, tbe
limitation of rights the must sacred. The condi¬
tion of Europe at tills moment is the natural
consequence of tbe fatal error iul-ii committed. I ho
savage right of brute force, substituted tor Justice and
moral duty, presents the sa.i spectacle of govern incuts that
exist "Illy by the multitude ol lhoir soldiers, uud ot peo¬
ples who are banded tognther In widespread conspiracies,
and live in a stale of chronic revolution.

these evils must go on increasing until llhrlstlan society,
alaiwed tor Its own oxn-leuca, will return lu good faith to
tbe saving principles of irutli, justice aiulnioraiduty.su
otlen anil so so.oniu'y proclaimed by Your Holiness. Tbe
crimes of physical force against Your Holiness, and against
the Catholic Church, must he expiated by tho lull restora¬
tion of all plundered rights ami possessions. Then, ami
uuly then, will human society ceaae to lie agitated, and,
under the shield ol Justice, enjoy security and repose.

.Most Holy Father, the prayers ot your children ate daily-
offered to trod to preserve Your Holiness In see the final and
complete triumph uf the Church. We know that tho "eter¬
nal crown" alone can lully reward the prolonged sor.ows
mid sacrifices of Your Holiness in defending the cause of
Jusue Christ: yet we do liopo that .Mary the Itniuuculatc,
whom you taught us to houor with a purer and a more ten¬
der love, will.at the confiding prayer ot the Catholic world,
obtain tor Y our Holiness to see that happy consummation
beloro I ho close of your heroic end saintly career.

YYe, the children of St. Patrick In a foreign laud, are not
unmindful ol the special claims you. Must Holy r aihur,
liove to our lovu. our revcrcuco unit our gratitude. If tho
Ml Hi of Ireland, Uist received Irom Koine, has nevor (al¬
tered. uot even under the most grievous persecutions, it 1s
owing, under (lod, to the vigilant care, tho loving soiiciludo
and the latliorly protection uf the predecessors of Your
Holiness. The I raditioiial love of Ireland lor tho See of St.
I'et-r is uot unknown to Y'our Holiness. We. liuweVur,
would lull lu our duty did wo omit, oil this solemn occasion,
to assure Y'our Holiness that your paternal kindness to Ire-
land am! to the children of Ireland in Canada has increased
that love In our hearts a hundred luld.

Trust rate at tho feet of Y'uur Holiness, we huniblv In g
your apostolical benediction for ourselves, for all your Eng¬lish speaking children in Canada, uud in particular lor those
whose elieortnl offerings we have the privilege ot presenting
to Y'our Holiness.
The humble, grateful and devoted children uf Y'our Holi¬

ness.

THE DEPARTURE PROM MONTREAL.
Moxtkkal, April 10, 1877.

Tbo Irish pilgrims left bore lor Now York this alter-

dood. They wero accompanied to the Halloa by a largo
concourse ot poople.

ABUSE OF THE INSANE.

A STRONG REPORT ON THE KLATRU8U AHYLUM.

VOTING l'AUPERM.
A lengthy report was tuads to tbo Kings county

Beard of Supervisors yestorday by tbo committee ap¬
pointed by that body to Investigate the alleged abuses
said to bo dally practised ut the Ktatburb Insane
Asylum. It Is claimod by thom that greul
abuses exist, end they recommend ibul tbo
medical stall end nurses of tho asylum be com¬

pletely reorganized. Tho malo nurses in sumo

casos, hud been found utterly incompetent and
Iguoraul of tho duties of their position. Tbo corps of
fcmule nurses tho committee also considered it neccs-

unry to change, us in some cases tho stupidity dla-
playod by llictit In tho performanco of their duttus
was only inutchcd by tho lack ol common intelligence
uu the part of soveral other employes of the asylum.
It Is also declared bv the committee that tbo superin¬
tendent ol the asylum, together with his assistants, do
not make u speclsl study ol insanity slid are not
llie proper poi »on« to bavo charge ol Iusano people.
The NUperinieiMiunl ol too Asylum lor Incurables had
testified beloro the colliliillleo that mental disease* had
been made a special study by him, and, ill bis opinion,
inuny ol the patients who bad been rainovcd front ilia
Insane Asylum to the uuo under bis control might
have been cured had tboy received proper attention
and caie at tbo former place. ft was recom¬
mended also by the committee that the asylum
at Klutbiisb have u thorough overhauling. Everything
was reported to bo In good order ut ilia Almshouse by
the committee appointed to look alter that institution.
It was staled in their report, however, that uu tbo
jay the committee made tlieir visit out ol 480 male
paupers only 100 could be found, and a rumor alloat
waa that the i est wore vullug at Hatnush or elsev»hero.
The Hoard of Supervisors was strongly urged by tbo
com milieu to tako such action iu relation to tho
county institutions as would inaau them models of
ttieir kind instead of u standing disgrace to lha county,
as they uotv are.

OUR COMPLAINT BOOK.

CARRIAGES AT THE GRAND CENTRAL DEPOT.
N«w York, April 14, 1877.

To TIB Km tor or tub Ukkald :.
1 wish to call your attention to lb* coup# and car-

riagt races at the Grand Central depot, Forty-second
street, every day. it u not safe lor a |>erson to cross
tbe street when s train is coming In; tbey are In
danger of tbelr lives. Tbe aergenat and police ought
to put a stop to it Tbo Police Commissioners ought
to see tbat itn-y do tbelr duty nnd keep tbcm Iroiu
driving over only when tbey buve got n call.

LADY CUMMUTER

A DELICATE QUESTION.
To tib Editor or tub Hkrald:.
Medals are given for saving Ills at sea. What sball

bo done with the captain, olllcers and crew of tbo
steamship Leo, wbo provided lor their own ealety and
left tbo two helpless Isdy passengers to perish 7

AN OLD SEAMAN.

RAILROAD COMMUTATION.
To tib Editor or tub Hkrald:.
Wby tbo Now York aud Now Hrvoo liallroad should

continue to cburgo Its commuters war prices, when
tbe road make* its owners opulent aud ourus more

money tbau uuy otber In tbo country, having also u

larger surplus, Is s mystery that sbould be uololded to
tbe Interested patron. Way do tbey not reduce twenty
per cent, as ilia Now York Central and Murium rail¬
roads bave done, hut continue old war price* 1 t'hoy
cuu htr belter ullord It. AN OLD RAILROADER.

A DILATORY RECEIVER.
To tub Eoitok or tub IIkkald:.

Will you be klud enough to stir up, tbrougb tbo
modluin of your "Complaint Hook," the receivership
of lbs Security I.lie Insurance aud Annuity Cop pany t
It is now some six months since tbo company went up,
und 1, ns one of the victims, have beurd nothing ol it
either one way or another. I think it is pretty near
tune somotb'.ug detinue was known In regard to tbo
matter. A. VICTIM.

A WARNINO TO WORKING WOMEN.
To tub Editor or tuk Hkrald:.

1 have a coinplulut against tno Ilowo Sowing Ma¬
chine Company. Ou July 111, 1875, 1 contracted lo buy.
so $86 sowing machine ou luslulincuis. 1 paid $-0
down, aad, us per agreement, fa on tbo 21st day of
ouch mouth, receiving a rocclpt m lull on August 21,
1878. Yet overy month since tbo agent ol tbo com¬

pany has railed at lay houso demanding moro money
or threatening lo remove tbo iniicbluo. and It is not
until the receipt Is hunted up ouch onto that be de¬
parts. I bavo had it Irutned and liuug over the ma¬
chine. The agent is evidently in hopes that 1 shall
lose It, tu which case ! suppose 1 shall lose the money
1 buvo paid. My addresH .-eucloscd. VICTIM.

A GRATEFUL FIREMAN.
Logo Island City, April 10, 1877.

To tux Editor or tuk IIruald:.
We are very thankful lor tbo Interest you took In our

case, aud wo aro tbunklut tbut tbo insurance com¬

panies bave token up this couiplaiut in our behalf as

well as theirs. Heuven grant that It will not be long
thai wo shall bave a bell to givo us an alarm,
and the Insurance company will do us a lavor never to
bo forgotten II tbey hurry up this cumplutut, as tbo
people sky that wo race utid run around tuu streets lor
nothing: but tbero is nat much luu In drugging tbe
heavy apparutus around tbo streuts of iluutei 's 1'oiut.
Yours loruvsr, A FIREMAN.

RECKLESS USE OF FIREARMS.
To tub Editor or tub Hkrald:.

I would cull uttontlon to u nuisance at present exist¬
ing caused by a groat number ol boys wbo have com¬

menced celebrating the glorious Fourth by bring a

small pistol, paper caps being tbo ammunition used, 1
believe. I bavo bad them snapped in my luce several
times, and think the police would bo doing u good
thing were tbey to put a stop to their use, thereby
preventing soino accidents which must ol necessity
occur, us tboir use is cotiUuedlo small children, whoso
eyesight Is endungered In tbs most reckless manner.

NINTH WARD.

To tuk Editor or tuk Ukralo:.
1 wish lo call tbe attontion ol our Illustrious l'ollco

Commissioners to tbe Isct that a common nuisauce Is
at present carried on to a great extent In ibis city,
which Is ogaluit tbe law, tbat Is tbe persistency of
small boys In firing percussion caps on toy pistols, thus
endangering tbe lives ol borses. Tbe law says no tiro-
arms shall bo used iu the city limits. Wby don't tbey
enforce it, then? It Is not only dungerous to horses,
but to lUo in gcueral. LIVERY STABLE.

htuket annoyances. ,

'.Tired of Ttxpaylng lor Stroet Clcanlug" aende
word iual i.itis«.b street, between Third, Lexington,
Fourth and Madison avouuoa, baa not beou cleaned
since the middle ol October last year. Tiiat is onougb
without uly comment, and who has ever cleaned the
steps on the crossings ot the railway (Foarta avenue),
between Forty-ninth and Fllty-Qfth streets? Our
I.ord In heaven sprinkles, and the trains of the ladles
olean and swoop.
"A Storekeeper" says that the corner of Chatham

and Chambers, and In lact tho whole block from Cham¬
bers to Fearl streot, is almost impassable on u windy
day, as tno dust blows so tbat ouo iuu hardly see.

'.A Physiclun" would respectfully call the attention
of the .Mrovl Cleaning commission to the condition of
Thirty-fourth street, butwuen the rivor and Third ave-
nuo. There wits an attempt lo clean and awes u it a
long ttuio ago, by very old and decrepit tuwh. It
would oblige the residents if tno attempt was mude
once more.
"laxridden Tenant" asks our onergotic Si root

Cloauing Bureau il residents si the west side of the
liowcry are lu the Filtountb or Seventeenth ward.
As the Fifteenth ward oartinun puss their doors emptv.
and tell them tboy are iu the Seventeenth, "Teaua,"
would like to placo blmscir oo soino asninan'a
route, for u barrel has stood on bis sltlewulk more
than a month.
.-K" lusiats tbat Forty-llfib street, between Socond

and I'bird avenues, is one ol me most sbumeful sights
in this city. Uu ibis one block are six loads ol old cuus,
cats, boots, brooms, dogs uud dirt ol all sorts. Posi¬
tively it baa not been swept Irom belore beginning of
winter till now. Dust uud disease urn iu the air.
"Sorgo ut Prossmi'' would like to kuow what senas

la ihere in tho Street Commissioners having the dirt'
mude into huupa In tho streets, ana thou lulling u ro-
uiuin ? West Fourth street, Sixth avenue, was. thus
decorated over lour weeks ago, and I would like to
kuow when the Commissioners will condescend to
send carts to have it removed.
"Complaints" thus describes bis agony"Ob, tho

stench at nine o'clock lust night m Forty-seventh
street, near .Seventh uvuuue Why aro bone boding
establishments allowed 10 poison the air and drive
uwuv the population I"

..ouo ol the bulfurors" wishes to draw the attention
ol Mr. Douglass 10 the auomiuablo umsuncu tno resi¬
dents of Tnirty-slxth street, between liroadwuy uud
Seventh avenue, liavo lo submit lo. The street was

partially swept about a week ago Into piles two or
threo loot high and seventy-live leet apart, resembling
a row ol pruirte dog mounds, winch ure rapidly being
destroyed by tho passtug vehicles uud our April
breezes. Another intolerable nuisance Is the largo
display ol dilapidated carts, wuguiis, trucks, Ac.,
which occupies uoili sides ul tho street Dour Hroad-
wuy. It may lie that this obstruction is the cause
ol the uou-retnoval ol their immature dust mils
"A t axpayer" asks. "Is there no law aguinsl u con¬

tractor keeping tweivo coal wagons in Kilty-ninth
between First and Second avenues, every evening
alter six o'clock and every Sunday, wbore there
is laid a double ruilroud track 1"

HI<|Ues A Shelller a-k the Ukkalu to please call tho
attention ot the proper authorities lo the bole in tho
street in Iront ol No. So Corlluudl atreol. Il has heeu
there tor several months, uud is lioih duugerous to
horse and vehicle, and also tills with mud and water
when it ruins, and lis depth cannot ho scon by tho
driver ot a passing wagon.

.'A. K. C. "asks the Commissioners in charge of goop-
tng the sidewalks of our city in order to pio.iso luspcct
those ol Kast Twenty-fourth street, between l.oxiug-
ton and First avenues, uud savo a taxpayer many a lull
and apralnca anklo.

AN8WE11S.

AM OFFICIAL DENIAL.
Eiur Dkpaktms.vt of tiik City of New York,

Knuinh Company No. 0,
Nkvt York, April 19, 1.877. )

To Tin Editor of tun Herald:-.
Having Invited "Indliinaiit i'nrcnt" to visit engine

bouao and identify parties mentioned lu com plaint,
and nobody appearing up to the present time, I deem
It iny duty to deny the whole allegation and bruod the
name aa a malicious laUnbood. Respectfully yours,

OKOKUE W. Eltll, foreman Engine 9.

KEATS FOll HALE8WOMEN.
To tun Editor of tun Herald:.

Please correct a statement In your columns of tho
ICtli by "An Observing Lady," who must have hud
"eyes and no eyes," else she would have observed
that H. O'Neill Si Co. have tho very hchiu sbo suggests
undernoith their counters, and tho saleswomen are
allowed to Sit When disengaged.

AN OBtfKHVlNQ EMPLOYE nK
II. O'NEILL Si CO.

A V£BY BAD JOKE.
Nsw York, April 10, 1877.

To ton Editor of ton Herald:.
My attention having boan culled to n communication

In last Sunday'* isauo of the Hkrai.d outiilod "Mllitiu
Drills," purporting to emanate iroin theso headijuar-
ters and signed "llobert I,upper, Acting Adjutant,"
I beg leave to slate that it waa noljvriiton by ma of

R.with my knowledge or aiiihorizauoiC Yary respect-
lully, KoliElt'l LKPI'EK, first Lieutenant und

Acting Aujuiaui Twenty-second Infantry.
{The falso card waa written on oillcial paper and in

due lorm..Ed. Hnrald.J ]

THE STATE CENTENNIAL
New York's Declaration of Indepen¬

dence, April 20, 1777.

FIRST CONSTITUTION ADOPTED.

The Empire Commonwea'tb's l'ttr! in the Rev¬
olution.Destruction of Kingston.

THE INTENDED CELEBRATION.

Oil lh. 20lh ol April. 1777. Id the lowo ot Kingston
I istor couuty, the representatives of tbo p«oplo id

couvoouon, declared ttio State ot Sow York absolved
from an allos.uuce to tl.o Crown ol Great Ur.tu.u and
ou the *111110 day the constitution lliey tiad framed wan

promulgated aud wool lulo ellocl. Tbo Ireo govern-
mont lurtned ha* reached in one hundredth anuivor.

wry, aud preparation* are iu progrcaa to celebrate tbo
coniuaulal ol the Independence or tlio Empire Cow-
munweulth. In accordance with hliiorlcal propr.eiy
the services will take place at Kingston, and a largo
number of tbo moat disliuguisbcd inon of the ltepub-
He Pave boon Invited aud are exueclod to bo preaem
on tho occasion. TPo clrcumstancos that led to tbo
postponement for nearly one year of the formal sen.

urutiot: ol Near York Irom tbo mother couutrv aro

given below; and as the Stale Pas boon charged with
remissness in duly, and that abo did not lurnisb
her quota ol troop, during the Itevolut.ouary
struggle, a glance ut her oonditiou during lite war will
ho sulllcicut to show bow ootiroly unjust is the im¬
putation. Availing themselves ol tho prevailing spirit
of disaffection, tbo llr.tisl. oUicon who conducted tbo
military operations against lb. revolted colonies U.-
reeled Ibeir wbolo power agalusl this Slato in the
campaign of 1770-77, tbo prominent objoct bolng to
cut oil Now England irom tbo support ol ti,0 Soulborn
provlnoca At tbis time ruiiy onotbird ol thu populn-
lion ol New Yorlc was loyul. belug composed of per-
sous born In England aud Scotland ; auotbor one-lblrd
was either hutchorcd or driven away front the country
by the savages, uud thu remaining wore waging an un-

ceasing warfare In defence ol their fireside and their
families. Tho city was occupied by a powerful army
and in the harbor was a largo (lout; but in no part or
tbe In Ian t couiodoracy were ao many campaign, per-
formed, so many b.ttio. fought, so manv dwellings
burned, or so much .uttering and loss ol lileas In the
Interior of New York.

NKW YOKK IX TIIK STKUUULK FOR LIHIRTT.
It is not alone, howover, that In the patriotic and

soli-sucrlQcing course ol this State, while the war lor

independence was In progress, that Per hi,i.ry IB

eminently worthy of preservation. A. early as Octo-
her, 1004. her citizens detlod the power ol the govern-
meat aud demanded a voice In the administration
ol public aflulri, and never ceasod to lead tbe opposl-
tlon to tho Crowu until tho tlual separation of tbe
colon.es irom Ureal llr.Uln. In the acquittal of Peter
Zougor. In 1746. New York established aud maintained
tbo ttrst iroe pres., end through that powerful instru-
tnout contributed more toward tho causo of the Amorl-
can Revolution than did any other colony prior to the
battle at Concord. In August, 1700. iu her protoctiou
of tbo crew of tbo Samsou, und Iu July, 1704, jn ma
release ol tbo four flshorinen, sho declared her hostility
to tho Impressment of seamen and tbo right ol search
many years boioro Rhode Island or any other colour
followed her example. In October. 1784, she an-

pointed tbo first committee ol correspondence six

years before Massachusetts .nd nine yours
before Virginia look any stop. t0 ,el m
a like manner. While all other colonic, quailed be-
lore the Parliament in 17W, admitting tno supremacy
ol that body aud tho duty of tho provinces to "yield
obedience to an act of Parliament, though erroneous
until repealed," New York alone declared ih.t .ho
would con.ider a vlol.tlon of her right, and pr.nlogo.
by arllament an act ot tyranny; that .he would hale
and abhor Mm fewer which might Inflict It, and thasj
"assoou as .ho became oblo, would throw it olT or

perhap. try to obtain botier torma from .onto other
Power." When tho Stamp act wu. onactod in 1786 sba
led tbe column ol oppoaition; her merchama organized
tho non-importation agreement, and among tho laitb-
lul they wore tho most lalibful In tbo execution ol ita

tfao'rtah?? of"0!".' b'00<1 «h*1 WIM "hed 10 <Ic««nco of
tij« right* o! American* flowoa from tbo vonm <w
her Iniiubituots ou tbo Uoldou Hill, in this citv

January 18. 1770, two n.ontns before the mis*acre m

King street, liostoo, and over five years beioru thu
altair at Lexington. New York also as wuilail ?
aud Annapolis, had a leu party, aud'snoa. well a* tbev
seasoned the water* ot ber harbor with tbe taxed com

,l'° cuplU,lv of,"c Iud'a "mpuny
aud tho insolence ol the govorument had altemnted to

thrust into her m.d.l-d.fr.nog iron. UoVloo Jn?y "

do rg fearlessly in broad daylight uud without dis

ErW"9. T" ll#U done with Ibe objocZ'.bfo
tea In the darkuuss of ulght and in thn
ol Mobswkf. Lastly, when Hostilities bad oieii
commenced. New York did not heaiute

"

tako u placo in tbe very from rank ol ti...
oriued opposition, or to prove by tlio daring of her
sons hostile to tout position bv overthrowing tho
King*. uuthortty, and by establishing t. it* .feu,1°
committoo or one hundred ol ber citizens long before
acj siinilar stop was taken in any other purt ol tbo
country. Tbo brave and loarioas actions ol the "I in

erty Hoys " winch gave onm.Htakablo ov.denco ol tbe
spirit that actuated the patriots, served a most valna
bie purpose; and Iu many a herd lougbt Held aifrward
Wit'ho suinc men laid down lb«?ir live* in tiA/mir*** t

.be right, ol their country. Ibli .'J
record shows bow well and fully New York performed
ber part In tbe Revolution, uud mav bo
also it proper preliminary statement to giving u sketch

i^tuurrz^rJ,uu ibo £
Th« . 7"" n,lcl,A"»0 iFoznornxxr.
1 ha ualioual Declaration ol Independence

proved oy the New York Provlnc.elTongrS.*"euT
session at White Plains, on iho Win ot Jnly 177d SiS
on the ensuing day that body lortnuilv ^5
title of "Ibo Convention ol tbo Representative, of tn«
h.ate of New York." In accordance with nf r!.7 .

uieudution ol tbo continental Congress measures were
soon InKon (or the formation of a Stale c«« iH. nl
A commiltco was appointed tor the wZ MBi a

was proposed to consider its provisions iHbli eV
but tno appeuraucu 01 au English llool BUd armc ai
Siulou Islunu and their subsequent operations 2m
peiled 11 cbangu ol lime and place. A cunvsniiim
at length held in Kingsion, a town ou tbo Hudson
originally settled by tbo Dutch uud noted lor tlio patri¬
otic sentiments ol Its iu habitat! 1*. U assembled >>,

April, 1777. and ou tbo 20th 0I iuIi , ...

tbo 11 rst constitution of New York was nlonic .

went into eiicct. It embraced the out" " u
lar government; deiluod tbo powers ami duucso lm
executive, legislative, judicial s.,d lilliuTw
meiils; proscribed the mode of elections uud secured

wi. .uStj?t,!0l
xxn tii'm

oppressive usurpations t.i the King end Parliitn nt of
Great fir.tam on the right. ..d l.bort.e. 01 n?0
ol the American colonies bud reduced them to the no

2nd ,ulrwUu«»«*l* a government by coi.gru-.*os
and commutes as temporary expedients to .xi»!
10 longer than the grievance* of the m!"
Iwia. 2 ,<

rUU,ttln redress; mat
I rovwional Congress ol the Colony of New York on

w't It .! y" ,,T7, rt»"lveif that it was instituted
while the authority ol Up. crown of Croat Uritaln «t.

fu" '"rce lur the purpose ot opposing tbo usur
paitoua 01 the English Pari,an,.ot, "and wsVintonded
to expire ou a recouclbumu Willi tireal Mr, !
was men apprehended wouid swDUk"S !
now eou»Uiu 1 eti um mnoiw aud uncoruuu."

'
Tnoai.

circumstances, in connection with the Declaration r

Independence by tbe ContiuotiUf C'ongruse. causo.l u

members ol the Convention to declare V
GroJi'llr^"!'"'""1 Ir°'" "" "llc«",,lcu lu the KlngUof
Croat Britain or any other mntiarcb or loreign |'.L
It was provided that the Governor was to bo eleoled
lor a lorm ol tbrco yuars: tno Ssn.i. t -

¦'e,.ie«i

twenty.lour Ireeholdors to be ciioson for four ?!'»-
ouo-luurth ol tbo nuuib. r to go out ol ofllooiivi.r/v,* !'
and an Assembly to consist 01 seventy members u>*t»
re urnoil annually. Alter the war voDng wm !o b« bv
ballot and provision was made lor luk.tm a c. xos
tbo lubabitauts ol the .statu Tho Lovi rn .r 11
lor and Justices ol the supreme court
tote a council ,.r the rev.Ln
passed into laws will) power to veto. All grunts of
land made by Ceorgo 111 or persons acting under
Ills authority, alter October 14, 1776, wvredeciared uull
an I void, but nothing in tbo constitution wm 10 be
construed to afloct any grants of land within tbe Slato
or any charter tuadu prior to that date. The Governor
was to have power to pardon or rcprtovu except in
cases of murder or treason; Quakers were exprosalyexempted Irom military duty aud tbe Legialaturo was
to moot annually.

rxunt'M statu orricKRs.
I'udor tins couslitulion, in tbo mouth of Juno fol-

lowing. George Clinton was elected with great unan¬
imity both as Governor und Lieutenant Governor.
Having accepted the lormor olllco, the duties of thu
latter wore performed by I'lerro Van Corilandl.
Robert ft. Livingston was appointed Chancellor, John
Jay Clnol Justice, and Itobort Yslos und John Mlos.
liobart Assistant Juaticos ol tbe Supromo Court;
Jolin Morni Mvott.Secretary ot Htuib and Egbert lion-
.on Attorney Uonerel. Tbo tlret legislature met at
Kingston, ou tho 1st of September of tbo laiuu year.

! Uuveruor CHalou deiivortd orally h>. ttr.t ot&ebsi aik,

dross. It was brief, bat pertinent, and ot courM oil
almost entirely occupied witii tbe engrossing subject
of the war. The distinction enjoyed oy Kingston was
»oou to coat a dear price. It waa singled out for
special pumiiimeut. Not much more than a mouth
had passed by wheu it waa actually razed to tbd
ground by the orders of Mr Henry Clinton.

caattuu is* Tim t/oaeTirrriox.
After the ltevoluiioo, aud wheu party movements

became active, deivcte were pointed oat in the coosti-
tutiou ot 1777, aud tliu great difficulty waa that It did
not contain any provision for lla alteration or amend¬
ment According to that instrument the Assembly and
the Sonuto, especially the donate, were lacroaams m
numbers to a degree extremely inconvenient. Differ*
encea uroao as to nominations to olllce lietween tbe
Governor und Couucli, and under those circumstances
aouio changea bee *me absolutely requisite, liut tbe
Legislature found themselves wholly unauthor¬
ized to pass a law which would warrant
any class of rneu to alter the old conatitution
or make a now oue. However, as uecee-
sity kunaa no law, ibey recommended, tn IM)I,
to the people to cnooso delegates who should bo au¬
thorize*! solely to take Into consideration that portion
ui tbe constitution which relates to members ol tbe
Scuate aud Assembly, aud also Ibo section aflecting
appoiuluieuts to olllce. Tne convention met In Albany
In October, IDOL They soon agreed as to tbo limits-
liuu ol the number ol members ol IDo Legislature.
There wus no dillleulty in settling the quostlon of nom-
tuitions to olllce. In 1831 tbe people decided
by u majority of 74,000 lu lavor of a second
revision of tho constitution. A convention lor
the purpose assembled at Albunv August 24. aud
was presided over by Daniel D. Tompkins. Highly
important changes were inudu and runbed by a popu¬
lar majority of &1.U26. The chief amendments were
I ho sbolltion of tho Council of Revision, giving the
veio power to tbo Governor and reducing Ills loriu of
olllce io two yours, remodelling the Judiciary and tho
extrusion o' mo iruuchise, the election ot NhoriQ* and
Couuly Clerks by tbo pcopla Tho constitution Una
been amended lour times siuco 1HJ1.in 1*4*1, lHtlti,
1S7'i and III 1876. Tho lust alterations were to creato a
Superintendent of i'ublic Works and n Supcrlnioudont
ol statu 1'risons. The lorm ot Governor Is once mora
three years aud ho lias power to disallow Items III ap¬
propriation acts. Tho property qualification lor no*
groos to voto was abolished lu 180(1.

TUK KAKUKST HOPUhAlt CUAKTIR.
As slated elsewhere, tho pcopiu ol New York at an

ouriy day claimed a voice in the administration of
public ullairs. The rule under Dutch novoroiguty was
arbitrary aud uuwise, aud n w%s only when Indian
wars wero in progress iliut delegates wore elected io
mlvito witb the (ioveruor. When tbo danger was over
they were no longer loluratod, and although eovo
uiiempiii wore muao subsequently to obtain some con¬
cessions ull such oll'oris were stigmatized as lactlous,
and specially repressed. Uudcr Koglish rulo the Gov¬
ernor and Ins council retained the solo right to impose
taxes aud enlorco such luws as they thought proper.
This system wus vigorously opposed, und a pro¬
test presented lu 1007 by duiegaics from
eight JLoug Island towns wus publicly burned
by tbo couiuiou bungiuau by order ol Lovelace.
Repealed Importunities aud poilltous having ul length
convinced tho home government that Its narrow pol¬
icy was lust bringing Its authority luto contempt, «t
the suggestion ol William Raun, Governor Doiiguu was
Instructed to convene a General Assembly. Alter many
delays tbe people* wore authorized to clact delegates >o
tho hrst Legislature. This body met October 17. Id8d.
D consisted ul ma Governor, bis couucli of ten and
seveutvuu members chosen by the Inhubilants til the
province to lurm the House ol Representative*. A
charter was adopted which declared that "supremo
legislative power shall forever be nud reside in tho
Governor, Council and people met in General Assembly.
Kvery freeholder and iroumAu shall vulujor represen¬
tatives without restraint. No freeman sliull sutler,
cxcopt by imprisoumuiit of five yours, und all trials
shall bo by a jury of twelve uion. No tax shall bo as¬
sessed ou uuy pretence wlialuvur but by the conseul
o' tbo Assembly. No seaman or soldier shall bo quar¬
tered ou the inhabitants uguiusl their will. No niurlial
law shall uxlsL No person proiessiug laith in God by
*1esus Christ shall ul uuy llmu bo uuy way disqualified
or questioned lor any dill'urouco ot opinion." Jjuch
wus too luuguage ul the earliest popular charter of
New York, and it remained practically in lorce until
superseded by tho constitution that went Into ell eel
April 30, 1777.

IHtSTitUCTION UV KINGSTON.
Not lung after the udopnou aud promulgation of the

IIrut constitution, Kingston, wberu tho Convention hud
held Its sessions was wauluoly destroyed hy a royal
loico uudor ttie command of General Vuughun. At
this lime tlurgoyiw hod advanced from tho norm at
tbo head ol a numerous and well uppoiuied body ol
troops utmost within sirlkiug dlstaucu ol Albuny, ul
wnich point bo hoped to oiluct a junction with me
southern urnty. It Ihereloro became highly important
to tbo success ol tins project that the Dritlsb then in
possession ol this city should secure tbe forts lu lb4
Highlands und tbeu obtain tho command of the rivet
tin the 4lh October, 1777, Sir Henry Clinton landed ul
Turrymwn with over 3,ouu men, desiguiug to mask the
eutcrpriso ho had tu View by threatening an attack
upon 1'eekaktll, at which place lay General Put-
nuin with l,U0d Coulluoutal troops. lutein-
gunco ol the inovomeul wus at onco conveyed
to Governor Cllumu, who held the rauk of
brigadier generul in the army, llo forthwith
prorogued the Legislature und hastened to tbe duienos
ul the posts where nut brother, General Jsiaes Clinton,
hud beuu lull iu command ot about six hundred rai-
litiu. These wore Ports Montgomery ana Clinton,
which wero attacked und alter a vigorous reaisuucu
cuplurod. The brothers Ctiuiou narrowly oscaped cap¬
ture. No obstacle balug uow lu the way, a naval lorce
proceeded up tbe river with orders to burn una de¬
stroy every description of property belonging to tbe
putriols that could be fnuud. The tluulia reached
.Kiogston on the 13th October, 1777, aud anchored in
lrontol it. It was then the third town In the State
and had u population ol 3,600. The housos were sub¬
stantially built ol stone, and some of them wero ex¬
ceedingly handsome structure*. The inhabitants woli
understood tho intentions ol their visitors and hastily
took to flight, removing with thuin all tbe valuables
they euuld carry away. There wore no means ol dc-
feudtng tno place, aud In a low hours It was a mass of
rulus.

A I'KAIirir. BCKXH OV DEVASTATION.
Tho royal troops lauded in two dcWcbineuta under the

cummuud ot General Vsughan, und loruted a junction
ou an elevation close to tbo town. Tbey * once
marcbod into the place and oommenced tho work ul do.
siruciion. Tho torch was indiscriminately applied in
every quurter, and, besides the dwellings aud stores, a
large amouut of valuable properly was consumed.
Kvcry house In the nourishing village oxoept one woe
laid in ruins. Tho Connecticut Journal ot Oolober 37,
1777, thus describes the savage occurrence"Tho
cuuflsgration was general lu a lew mluutes, and In a
short liuie that plousaut and wealthy town was reduced
to uiho*. Duly one house escaped the
flames. Thus by the wantonuoss ol power
a place romarkuble for lie eleganco and
woaim is rcducod to a heap of rubbish, und tho onoe
happy Inhabitants (who u.e ctilelly ol Dutch descent)
obliged to solicit lor shelter amoug strangers,
unit lnose who possessed lately costly und
ouuveuioul dwellings, obliged tu take up with
such huts as they Und can defond tbern
Irom tbo cold blasts ol approaching winter. 'Til said
Hiey look litilo time loplaudcr, being told that General
Citnlon was at baud with 1,600 moo, but unhappily not
*o near us to tuve the town. They burned several ves¬
sels aud bouses at the lauding end thou scampered oil
precipitately to their ships. Next day they burned
several houses at Khtnoheuk Klata us fur an Livingston
Manor, wLoru they burned u lew more. Ulil
troops are now up with them, and II
is hoped thsy will bo able to put a stop
to their depredations." Tho euomy was forced Ic
return to the city, having totally tailed lu carrying out
Huiguyno's design, und very soou afior mat olfioet
hud to surrender his entire army at Saratoga to tb«
putriols, asnore thuo eufilcieut oil sol lor tho misfor¬
tunes and uillloiloiis endured by Kingston and lis in-
hubiluuts end the cruelties practised there hy Sir
Hcury Clinton aud General Vaugbuu. Tbo burning ol
the town was one ol the least deleusible acts ol tho
ruyul coiumaudera during the war of Independence,
una caused u louling ol deep enuilty and ludtgoalion
among ilia people lor very many years alter us occur¬
rence. The inhabitant* wero particularly noted lor
tliuir devotion and sacrihcos lu the Revolutionary
causa

Till CKI.KII RATION.
The celebration at Kiugstou will be conducted on tu

Imposing scale. l're*iui-ui Hayes aud tho members of
Ins Cabinet, Governor Robinson and tbe Governors of
adjoining Siuies an 1 other distinguished emzous In
different puns of tho country aro expoctcd to be prea-
out The citizens ol tho lowu will portorm their part
toward tuakiug the centennial worthy ol the historical
event* It is to commemorate* Tbe civic aud milltiwy
procession, it I* believed, will bo a grand alfalr, s* §>-
?nations liavo been sent to all jtorllons of the Stale to
such bodies to participate in tb** celebration. A com¬
mittee has been lormud to take cbargo ol tho tUAttor.
It consists of Colouel John McKntco, chairman; Goto-
oral D. f. Van llureu, Colonal G. D. Wcsibrook, Cap*
taiu Jacob 11. Treiuper, Major Kdwsrd U'Koillcy und
LtedteDuut Colonel G. Goddington. The entire Slate
Is interested in the centennial, and groat (iforls will
bo used to make It a success.

TIIK HISTORICAL HOCISTY'S C lb LRU RATI*?*.
The New York Historical Society will celebrate the

centonuiul with suitable Sxercise*. Tbe arrange¬
ment* have bi-en all completed lor carrying
out tho programme on the hundredth anni¬
versary of this most important evont In the au-
nals oi the State. The oration on the occasion will be
delivered by Charles O'Conor, who took a very prom-
luent part in tno Convention ul 184*1, and who is dis¬
tinguished lor being the author ol many of the most
valuabio provisions ol tho present fundamental law of
the Commonwealth. It waa originally intended that
tno society's celebration should take place on the it4lh
Hist., but tl hai been postponed io the Hth of May.

CQ110N E118' OFFICE NOTES.
A post mortem examination iuhJu by Deputy Coro»

nor Miller of liio body ol llurgxret Croly, whoso death
was supposed to bnvo occurred uudor auspicious cir.

cumstatices, rnvcelcu tbal her decease woe due to
melro-perilonllnt
Deputy Coroner McWhinolo Investigated the cue of

tbo uuknown woman who died In e ltivington street
drug store ou Wednesday nig lit and found thnt the
causo of death was llright's disoaso of the kidneyn,
Tbo deceased was idouliUod u ltosa Foorrl, aged forty-
eight, of No. 114 Clinton atruet.
Tbo Coroner was notified of tho deaths of Thomaa

llreniian, at Ninety-ninth street hospital, from an
accidental rail down stairs at No. 114 Hast 110th stroel,and of licrnnrd McDurtnoti, a child, who was scalded
by a boiler ol bn wnter upsetting, at No. 117 iVont
Twcnty-sixili street.
The ueiitii of Mr. J. U. Young was also roportod Irom

the Chnmbor* street Hospital. An account of his la.l
trons u window und his descent upou an Iron rod,which Impaled turn through and through, was pun-lished yesterday In connection with a statement he
made lu*t utter tho occurrence. Tho formal ante-
mortem stoiement taken by the Coroner does not vary
i ron tho ongiuui one, und the decerned inowed UMjL hiem was purely aevideatnh


